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Please know that everything in The Normal Heart
happened. These were and are real people who lives and
died, and are presented here as best I could. Several more
have died since.

­­Larry Kramer
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NC STATE EDUCATION STANDARDS

The state of North Carolina values the skil ls and competencies of Arts education due to their
applicabil ity to other discipl ines. These productions are designed to give your students exposure
to the competencies and specific standards l isted below.

This production and the related study materials wil l provide students with specific knowledge
and skil ls to address the fol lowing Standard Course of Study Competencies and Objectives in
the Theatre Arts.

• COMPETENCY GOAL 1 : The learner wil l write based on personal experience and heritage,
imagination, l iterature, and history.

◦ Grades 3-5
▪ 1 .02: Recognize the beginning, middle, and end of a story
▪ 1 .03: Infer lessons from multicultural stories, fairy tales, tal l tales,

legends, and myths.
▪ 1 .06: Refine reading comprehension by using verbal and non-verbal

communication.
◦ Grades 6-8

▪ 1 .01 : Recognize and explain unique characteristics of the dramatic
script such as dramatic structure and dialogue.

▪ 1 .04: Produce written, verbal, and visual responses to written and/or
performed dramatic material .

▪ 1 .05: Identify themes and plots from multicultural l iterature.
◦ Grades 9-1 2

▪ 1 .03: Compare and contrast play structure in relation to other forms of
l iterature.

• COMPETENCY GOAL 7: The learner wil l analyze, critique, and construct meaning from
informal and formal theatre, fi lm, television, and electronic media
productions.

◦ Grades 3-5
▪ 7.01 : Build skil ls to critique self and others in a respectful and

constructive manner.
▪ 7.03: Convey personal reactions to various texts.
▪ 7.05: Communicate emotions and thoughts evoked by performance.
▪ 7.07: Suggest alternative characters, settings, or events after viewing

or participating in a performance.
◦ Grades 6-8

▪ 7.01 : Recognize and practice audience etiquette.
▪ 7.03: Develop verbal, visual and written responses to works of

informal and formal theatre,fi lm, television, and electronic media
productions from various cultures.

▪ 7.04: Express meaning perceived from informal and formal theatre,
fi lm, television, and electronic media productions.

◦ Grades 9-1 2
▪ 7.02: Develop and relate a world view of theatre in society.

• COMPETENCY GOAL 8: The learner wil l understand context by analyzing the role of theatre,
fi lm, television,and electronic media in the past and present.

◦ Grades 3-5
▪ 8.04: Experience live or recorded performance
▪ 8.05: Discuss the similarities and differences between live and

recorded theatrical events.

The Normal Heart is also designed to address the fol lowing Core Curriculum Anchor Standards
in Language Arts Literacy and Social Studies.

• Reading Anchor 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and
analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

• Reading Anchor 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and
style of a text.

• Writing Anchor 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and information clearlyand accurately through
the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

• Writing Anchor 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects
based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation.


