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Dael Orlandersmith’s work is new to me.  I knew of her but had never ex-
plored her work until last summer.  Because of our constant companion, the 
pandemic, it was a ‘down time’ for many of us in the arts, and I imagine a lot 
of artistic directors were doing what I was doing, opening new doors, ventur-
ing into unexplored corners of our world, and planning.  And there she 
was.  My first experience with Dael was reading her play Forever.  It hit me 
with a wallop and left me wondering how a woman from East Harlem could 
have known so many of the same experiences that I have known in my 
life.  And how, having been born within a few months of me, in the same 
country and in the same time zone, could have also known so many bad times 
that were beyond my capability to imagine.  The word ‘forever’ lingers above 
all of us in the arts.  For each of us, the goal, the dream, the plan is to make a 
mark on the world.  And yet, somewhere in the back of all our minds is the 
understanding that nothing is forever.  That no matter how impactful our life 
is, eventually we will be forgotten.  Dust in the wind, as the song goes.  And so 
Orlandersmith has written about a woman (not the show’s heroine) who 
wanted to be an artist, who wanted to be great, who wanted to be known … 
but who, because of life’s horrible truths for an African American woman 
growing up in the middle part of the 20th century, was forced to bury those 
dreams deep within herself.  When that is done to a person, what horrors may 
result?  For the play’s heroine, the unfortunate answer is terrible.  For the rest 
of us, it is the vague unease of sensing that something else was possi-
ble.  Something else could have been, instead of what is. 
 

So, I am delighted to bring you both of these plays by Dael Orlander-
smith.  One is about the most personal damage that can be done to a person, 
the severing of the tie that binds us to our mother.  The other is about a more 
public damage: the severing of faith in our institutions.  On some level, both 
plays ask the same question.  When that breakage occurs, what then?  And 
why do we fight so hard to avoid accepting the need for a new way forward, a 
way that rejects the ugly parts of the past in favor of a tomorrow that might 
be worth preserving forever. 
 

-Jerome Davis/Artistic Director 

Special Thanks 
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BURNING COAL THEATRE COMPANY SM  
Jerome Davis, Artistic Director 

Simmie Kastner, Managing Director 
Presents 

 

Conversations I Always Wanted to Have: 
A Repertory Season of Two Plays 

 

by Dael Orlandersmith 
 

Director for Until the Flood 
Renee Nixon 

Director for Forever 
Jordan Lichtenheld 

Production Stage Manager 
Cynita Lew 

Lighting Design Matthew Adelson 
Scenery Design Nadir Bey 
Sound Design Juan Isler 

Costume Design Elena Montero Mulligan 
Props Design Elizabeth Newton 
Master Electrician Barry Jaked 

 Study Guide Eric Kildow  
Assistant Directors Sarah Hogewood, Marley Rockwood 

Master Electrician Barry Jaked 
Video Director David Ray
Board Op 

 
Assistant to the Scenic Artist Cole Train 

Camera Operators Natalie Overton, Nadia Sanchez 
Intimacy Director Jeff A. R. Jones 

Theatre Therapist Cameron Wade

We cannot produce the quality of work done at Burning Coal 
without the assistance of our many, wonderful volunteers.  If 

anyone is interested in learning more about the volunteer  
Opportunities at Burning Coal, please contact us at  

coalartisticdir@ncrrbiz.com 

mailto:coalartisticdir@ncrrbiz.com
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CAST 
  

Forever will feature Emelia “MeMe” Cowans-Taylor 
Until the Flood will feature Byron Jennings 

Board of Directors 
slee arnold 
randolph bazemore 
pamela blizzard 
cari grindem-corbett 
jerome davis 
kate day 
grace gregson 
simmie kastner 

deborah keefe 
 maneesha lassiter 

paul leone 
linda martin 

elaine quagliata 
david ranii 

mozelle weldon 
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Who’s Who in the Cast & Crew 
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Burning Coal Theatre Company is a member of Theatre Communications Group,  
a national consortium of professional theatres, the NC Theatre Conference, Arts NC, NC 

Center for Non-Profits and the Downtown Raleigh Alliance. 



Page 8  / Burning Coal Theatre Company - burningcoal.org 

 

We Thank the 2020/2021 Supporters! 
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MURPHEY SCHOOL PORTICO PROJECT 
Portico Level ($1,000+) 

 
Façade Level  ($500+) 

 
Pedestal Level ($100+)  

 
Cornice Level ($50+)  

 
Frieze Level ($25+) 

 
Knights of the Murphey School  

Giving Circle 

 
xtended Talley Family Giving 

Circle 
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CHAIR PLAQUES 

Sarah Lofton 

Bill Caligari 

Jerome Davis (3) and Simmie Kastner 

Becca Johnson 

John S. Clay and Betsy G. Ross 

In Loving Memory of Dr. Martin Garstens 1911-2005 

Carol and Alexander Lawrence 

Jacob Kastner 

In Memory of Jim Lofton 

Lucy Daniels (3) 

In honor of Grace Caitlyn Zipperer  
  by her grandparents, Frank & Angie Roediger 

Erica and Jeff Schecter 

Honoring Ruth Green and Little Art Gallery 

Bobbi Lechner 

Polly Fisher Orsagh 

Cameron Kurt Clowes 

Mia Elizabeth Clowes 

Sean Tristan Clark 

Amy E. Swauger 

Lynne Kane 

James Mark Lofton 

Mary Hart-Paul 

Hillary L.H. Paul 

Jared A.H. Paul 

John and Terry Wall and Linda and Lane Wharton 

Randi & Shelby Winter 

Oakwood Inn B&B 

Sally Gerrity 

George A. Rozgonyi  

Norrish Munson Rozgonyi 

Stephanie Lightfoot 

Shannon Lightfoot 

Mark and Carol Hewitt 

George J. Abmayr 

Teresa E. Abmayr 

Madi Goldsmith 

Susan Walsh 

Herman F. "Rusty" Spain 

Ronald Tell 

Jean Tell 

Stephen & Carol McDevitt 

The Bartlett Family 

Paul Leone 

Sidney Lawrence Harrell 

Raleigh Development Company (4) 

Bob Thurber and Rob Wallner 

The Beratan Family 

Phil Crone & Amy Flynn 

Steven D. Schuster 

Greg & Mary Ann Poole 

Gregory & Irene Poole 

Josephine Rand 

In Memory of Bo Ramsey & Marie Dearioso 

Jean Elizabeth Poole 

 Mrs. Betty Cline 

Mary Ann & Greg Poole, Jr. 

William A. Sarratt and Joncie K.W. Sarratt 

James & Barbara Goodmon 

Sandra J. Shelton 

Glynn and Joy Boy 

Ryan Newberry & Deirdre Callahan  

Dr. Harry Moses 

Hardin-Bowles Advertising 

Bernadette Dubey   

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Doherty 

Bethany Kate Needham 

George Smedes Poyner Foundation, Inc. 

Erik Daubert and Andrea Miele 

Ian and Ethan Finley 

Angela Santucci and Marc Burris 

Richard & Ann Shirk 

Robin Dorff 

Carolyn McKenna 

Greg Paul (3) 

In memory of Capt. Claudius Baker Denson 

In Memory of W. Ames Christopher 

Alice Garland & Mike Davis 

In Loving Memory of Chuck Re Corr 

Ann Cole 

Trish Healy 

John Healy 

In Honor of Governor Terry Sanford, by William E. Brewer, 
Jr & Jo Anne Sanford 

The Usual Suspects 

The James M. Poyner Family 

Chris Brown 

Keith Donahue and Meredith Nelson 

Lauren Kennedy & Alan Campbell 

Lee Limbert 

Gregory Poole, Jr.  - Murphey School '40 - '43 

"Samantha Smith and Greg Hatem" 

Claire and Wallace Renfrow 

Tara Polhemus 

Cast and Crew of Inherit the Wind 2008 

Leo Grant Brody 

"In honor of Dr. Morton Eli Pizer, Murphey School Class of 
1936" 

Elliott Highfill 

Janet Christenson 

In honor of Martha Loeffel by Joyce & Shayne Gad 

Mark & Judy Thompson 

Jan and Andy Ammons 

In memory of Earl L. Roberson—forever loved, R.G.E., Jr. 

Samantha Weston Rahn 

In memory of Ali A. Lugo, Jr. by Carole A. Lugo 
and Ali A. Lugo, III
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